
the poetry behind makiko harris’

needle dance

From explosively vibrant paintings to industrial installations, Makiko Harris is storming the art world

with her feminist works. The artist is currently making headlines with her upcoming film debut of

Needle Dance: an emotionally-charged conceptual art film and exhibition, showing at London’s art’otel
from February 21st. We spoke to Harris about this latest feat and her career’s spellbinding evolution.

“Needle Dance is non-linear and poetic,” says Harris from her art studio-cum-apartment in London.

Dreamlike and graceful, the film is a five-minute epic of desire, fate, feminism and connection. It takes

inspiration from the Japanese folk tale of the red thread of fate. “According to the story, we are all born

with a red string tied to our finger,” says Harris. “The string leads us to the people we’re meant to
connect with in life.” The film features two dancers arching and interweaving their bodies underwater;

their limbs and torsos bound in red ropes (or threads).

The threads are ultimately unbreakable – representing a force beyond human control. Are the dancers

attempting to untangle their destinies? Or could they be trying to achieve their own autonomy?

“Ultimately, it’s about bodies, relationships and connection,” explains Harris, who has extended the
film’s conceptual nature to the ‘needle’ mentioned in its title – an instrument which has become one of

Harris’ most recognisable motifs and sculptures. In Needle Dance, the viscerality of Harris’ formidable

needle sculptures and gestural paintings are, quite literally, “in conversation with bodies.”

Converting a section of her apartment into an art studio, Harris lives and breathes her practice. “I’ve

really given it a go trying to do something else,” she says recalling previous “detours” into fashion

merchandising and product design. “But I’m meant to be an artist.” If you heard Harris speak at
January’s London Art Fair, then you will be familiar with her tactile approach to the female experience.

As a biracial painter, filmmaker and sculptor, Harris has been “grappling with ideas of femininity, and

objectification” throughout her life. She explores these experiences through her work; enlisting

nuances of contemporary feminism to cultivate a powerful visual language. Harris’ work has gained

international recognition; from the Tate Modern to permanent collections across the U.S., Asia and
Europe.

Like the fine point of a needle, Harris’ sharp critique on feminist schools of thought (across painting,

moving image, sculpture, and sound) have brought her residencies such as PADA Portugal (2024) and

the Buinho Creative Residency (2022), and a Master’s degree from London’s prestigious Royal

College of Art. In fact, it was during her time on the MA course that Harris inherited her grandmother’s
sewing kit- now a recognisable motif among the artist’s cacophony of profound sculptures. Currently

represented by Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery, Harris’ range of motifs includes oversized fingernails, giant

needles, chains and aluminum stockings.

On the surface, these household objects resonate with the legacy of textile arts, while their enlarged

stature and hard exteriors fetishize traditional domesticity and soft femininity. For Harris, subverting
what is traditionally objectified by society is a reclamation of sorts. “Fetishization and objectification is

common for women in general,” she says. “As an Asian woman myself, I began experiencing this from

a really young age.” As such, her work feels both confrontational and familiar.

“The needle is not just a weapon in the battle of feminism, but also a symbol of reparation and love,”

says Harris. Its capacity to repair, stitch and unify “echoes Louise Bourgeois’ idea that needles are
tools for mending rather than harming.” Like many feminist artists, Harris has drawn inspiration from

the iconic French-American artist, whose work also explored relationships and generational trauma.

Needle Dance is the second film Harris has made, with the first having premiered at Tate Modern in

2023 as part of the Tate Lates series. The screening was a significant milestone in the artist’s career,

and Needle Dance promises to make a similar splash. The film is accompanied by a dynamic violin
score co-composed and performed by the artist herself with Carlos Basilisco. Its undeniable high-

fashion sensibility is magnified through shibari-inspired costumes by Deborah Milner (former head of

couture at Alexander McQueen). Meanwhile, the film’s director is none other than acclaimed hair stylist

and director Peter Gray (of Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, T Magazine, Hermès, Ungaro, and Dsquared).

To understand Needle Dance, we must consider Harris’ proclivity to portray the needle as a symbol for
feminist and generational struggle. The push and pull of the red threads, for instance, may reflect

women’s historical desire for self-determination in a patriarchal system. “It’s like we have to surrender

to what’s predestined,” she explains. “So much of contemporary feminism is about being militant in

your own agency. For example, I have decided to be an artist and forge my own path.” The film’s

central themes of connection and relationships makes it impossible to view feminism as an isolated or
a polarising topic between the sexes.

Indeed, the fact that the two dancers are fated partners enhances Needle Dance‘s intimate scope.

Submerged in water like babes in amniotic fluid, the figures move towards their pre-destined fates
together. This joint quest for artistic transformation poses universal questions about self-sacrifice and

self-determination in relationships. Can binding ourselves to a person encroach on our personal

freedom and individuality? Is independence and connection truly compatible? “If we remove the

feminist context, then we can explore how humans struggle with parts of themselves which they have

no control over, whether that’s the culture we are born into or social conditioning.”

Art aficionados may recall The Dinner Party (1974-79) by Judy Chicago, a prominent artist and pioneer

of the 1970s feminist movement. For her installation, the artist elevated an event (traditionally reserved

for housewives) with crockery that celebrated 1,038 inspiring women. “I am deeply inspired by Judy

Chicago,” says Harris, who visited a retrospective honouring the artist at the Serpentine Gallery last

summer. “In a video screened at the exhibition, she spoke about how needle based work traditionally
kept women and their voices quite small.” Harris’ gaze however, has transformed the tool into a

powerful feminist symbol and emblem of defiance. In the same way, Needle Dance offers viewers

catharsis for the struggle between agency and surrender. “For me, hope is at the heart of this film,”

says the artist.

Needle Dance by Makiko Harris runs now until 2nd of March at art’otel London Hoxton. 
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Each year, Ruinart’s cultural program in Reims—the heart of Champagne’s winemaking tradition—

invites leading contemporary artists with a strong ecological perspective. Within this rich setting of fine

wine, Gothic heritage, and thought-provoking dialogue, artists not only immerse themselves in
Ruinart’s storied history but also engage deeply with pressing environmental topics such as climate

change and biodiversity. It’s why it’s important to the International Arts & Culture Director of La Maison

Ruinart, Fabien Vallérian, to collaborate with some of the most innovative artists addressing

environmental issues today. He firmly believes that “Artists are key ambassadors to drive change.”

Since joining Ruinart in 2018, he has spearheaded artist commissions, forged partnerships with
museums and galleries, and expanded the brand’s presence at 30 major international art fairs across

Europe, Asia, and the U.S., including Art Basel and Frieze.

“We inhabit the earth like we own it, taking too much from the ecosystems without them able to renew

themselves,” states Vallérian. “Artists are here to show us the beauty of a true relationship to nature

and warn us against our endless search for more possessions and exploitation.”As part of this edition
of Schön! alive, we turned to the expert to curate a lineup of visionary artists— Bianca Bondi,

Florencia Sadir, Victoire Inchauspé, and Daniel Steegmann-Mangrané. The four are pioneering

creatives whose distinctive artistic voices captivated Fabien Vallérian. “From the craftsmanship of

Victoire Inchauspé to the mysteries of alchemy created by Bianca Bondi, these artists show us that we

can learn from fauna and flora and interact with our environment in a way that is not harmful or
dominant”, explains Vallérian. “They are at the vanguard of a sheer sensitivity which emerged from

their new generation.”

Through biomorphic sculptures and organic installations, each artist inspires audiences with urgent,

thought-provoking messages. What stands out most to Vallérian is their commitment to understanding

and safeguarding the natural world. They make “nature understandable and approachable, not distant
or abstract,” he explains. “I believe in the visions of these artists to create emotions and to convey a

powerful message and change our behaviours. Art has the power and the desire to help save the

planet and humanity.”

Read snippets of our chats with Bianca Bondi, Florencia Sadir, Victoire Inchauspé, and Daniel

Steegmann-Mangrané and check out the full interviews in issue one of Schön! alive, available now. 

Victoire Inchauspé’s sculptures and installations explore themes of life, death, strength, and fragility,

drawing deeply from nature and personal memory. Raised in a small Basque village, she was the

youngest-ever finalist for the SAM Prize for Contemporary Art at the Palais de Tokyo in 2022, the same

year she graduated from the École des Beaux-Arts de Paris. Her work, recognized with multiple
awards, resonates widely due to its introspective nature and emotional depth.

Inspired by her late mother, an art teacher, Inchauspé integrates childhood memories of wildlife—deer,

spiders, bees, and sunflowers—into her art, creating a dialogue between the fleeting and the enduring.

“She taught us to value creativity as a way of understanding the world,” Inchauspé recalls. “Her
presence in my life was a guiding force.” She uses materials like wax and salt to symbolize rituals and

light, while bronze preserves delicate flora in a timeless state. Her recent works include

Nothing/Everything to Remember, showcased at the 17th Lyon Biennale, featuring a bronze sunflower

and a wax boat inspired by ancient rites.

At its core, Inchauspé’s art invites audiences to slow down, reconnect with nature, and reflect on the
transient yet enduring aspects of life. Her ability to evoke deep emotional responses is what she finds

most fulfilling, particularly when viewers find comfort and inspiration in her work. She creates spaces

for reflection through poetic and tactile expressions, encouraging a renewed sensitivity to both

personal memories and the natural world.

“It started with magic,” says Bianca Bondi, an artist and environmental activist, who creates ethereal

sculptures and site-specific installations infused with mysticism and a deep reverence for nature.

Inspired by occult traditions and artists like Hieronymus Bosch and Leonora Carrington, her work

blends magic with ecological awareness, incorporating crystallized surfaces, moss, plants, and dried

herbs. Originally from South Africa, Bondi initially aspired to be a pilot, but her passion for science and
geography ultimately shaped her artistic practice. Her works, such as Astral Ponds—crystallized pools

immersed in chemical solutions—and plant-infused installations, reflect both her scientific background

and her belief in nature’s transformative power. A lifelong fascination with Wicca has further influenced

her approach, reinforcing her commitment to environmental activism.

Themes of life, death, and preservation are central to her art. Profoundly affected by the loss of her
father at a young age, Bondi turned to ritual and spirituality to explore the continuity of existence. This

philosophy extends to her ongoing collaboration with the Covid Foundation, which envisions

submerging a whale-shaped sculpture in a marine sanctuary as a statement on ocean degradation.

Inspired by her 2021 piece The Rise and Fall, which depicted the natural phenomenon of Whale Fall,

the project aims to become an evolving underwater ecosystem.

Currently in residence at Villa Medici in Rome, Bondi remains dedicated to “rewilding” industrial

spaces through her work. Her pieces captivate with their dazzling colours and crystals, yet upon

closer inspection, they reveal organic decay and transformation. This interplay of beauty and entropy

invites viewers to confront nature’s cycles, evoking both wonder and urgency in the face of

environmental change. “When they look closer, they realise that these crystals and colours are
coagulating or seeping,” Bondi reveals. “This can inspire feelings of attraction and repulsion; unveiling

the true harmony of nature.”

Argentinian artist Florencia Sadir draws from the traditions and sustainable practices of her

homeland, Valles Calchaquíes, crafting sculptures, installations, and drawings that connect deeply with
the San Carlos community where she lives and works. Using natural materials like clay and vegetable

fibres, she bridges the relationship between human production and the environment, creating works

that critique capitalist excess while celebrating ancestral ways of living.

Her minimalist, earth-based artworks serve as both conversation starters and reflections on the fragile

balance between nature and human influence. Exhibiting globally, including at the Aichi Triennial in
Japan, Sadir highlights the impact of extractivist practices, emphasizing how they harm both

communities and ecosystems. She transforms traditional materials like adobe and fertile soil into

stripped-down installations, challenging viewers to rethink their relationship with the land.

Drawing also plays a crucial role in her practice, offering an intimate means of storytelling. In Where the
Wind is Born, Open Sky, she engraved sun-dried clay tiles with memories and symbols of the

Calchaquí Valleys, preserving a visual history of the region. While rooted in San Carlos, her work

speaks to broader ecological concerns, urging us to recognize the vulnerability of our ecosystems.

Sadir sees her art as an offering—one that restores “the wounded memory of the world” and invites us

to reconsider the role of tenderness and ritual in our daily lives. “There is an urgent need in me to
communicate the vulnerability of ecosystems and the fragility of the territories we inhabit,” she admits.

“I often wonder what role tenderness and rituals play in our daily lives.”

Daniel Steegmann-Mangrané, a Barcelona-born artist based in Rio de Janeiro, merges biology and

architecture in his abstract sculptures and immersive installations. His multidisciplinary practice—

spanning holograms, sound, film, and photography—explores humanity’s entanglement with nature.
“The only thing I ask for from a new work, is for it to bring me to places I didn’t even know existed

before,” says Steegmann Mangrané. “I love finding myself at the beginning of a process and trying to

do things I don’t know how to do.”

Believing art is a collective pursuit, he collaborates with specialists across disciplines to challenge the

illusion of human separation from the natural world. His 2023 exhibition, A Leaf Instead of an Eye,
spanning 25 years of work, confronted ecological crises through both physical and digital art. Now on

sabbatical, Steegmann Mangrané is reimagining his practice—seeking a slower, more tactile, and

deeply experimental approach to art. “The world is going to change in a scale and at a speed of which

we have never seen before. It’s going to be extremely important to have a sharp imagination,” he

explains. “It’s difficult to say how such changes will impact my practice or my thinking of art, but I’m
already sure I want it to be slower, more sensual, more handmade, more fragile, more experimental,

more raw, more essential, more alive.”

Learn more about Maison Ruinart at ruinart.com.
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en route | dior’s creative dialogue with
the vatican library

Maison Dior steps into an unexpected cultural exchange with the Vatican Apostolic Library in En
route, an exhibition exploring the intersection of history, travel, and contemporary art. Opening as part
of the Jubilee celebrations for 2025, the exhibition delves into the theme Pilgrims of Hope with a fusion

of archival treasures and modern interpretations. Realised in collaboration with Dior and supported by

Intesa Sanpaolo, Sparkle, and the ANAWIM Foundation, the project highlights the enduring

relationship between fashion, knowledge, and exploration.

At the heart of the exhibition is the recently discovered Poma Periodici collection, an extraordinary
archive of approximately 1,200 newspapers gathered from across the world by diplomat and scholar

Cesare Poma (1862–1932). Among these historical artefacts lies En Route, a periodical published

between 1895 and 1897 by two French journalists who used it to fund their global adventures. The

exhibition not only traces their footsteps but also highlights the often-overlooked stories of women

who defied Victorian-era expectations to travel the world — whether as journalists, archaeologists, or
political figures.

Dior’s Creative Director Maria Grazia Chiuri takes centre stage in bringing this history into the

present. In collaboration with Karishma Swali and the artisans of the Chanakya School of Craft,

she presents a site-specific installation that examines the role of clothing in female mobility. Her work

weaves together historical maps, sewing patterns, and the stories of six pioneering female travellers,
reinforcing the power of fashion to enable movement and liberation. “Knowledge and creativity are

completely intertwined for me,” Chiuri notes. “It is an honour to imagine a project in such a significant

location.”

Alongside Chiuri’s contribution, the Vatican Library has enlisted two other contemporary creatives:

musician Lorenzo Jovanotti Cherubini and illustrator Kristjana S Williams. Jovanotti, known for his
free-spirited approach to both music and travel, offers a deeply personal installation featuring his

sketches, books, and a specially curated soundtrack. “In La Habana, I found the Rome of the early

1970s where I was a child… I seemed to suddenly stumble upon protrusions in the ground and realise

that they were my roots,” he reflects.

Meanwhile, Williams reinterprets the journeys of Poma and his contemporaries through her signature
dreamlike, layered illustrations. “Having access to the Vatican Library archives has been an

extraordinary experience,” she says. “The historical documents offer a fascinating insight into how

humans have experienced and viewed the world over generations.”

Curated by Don Giacomo Cardinali and his team at the Vatican Library, the exhibition culminates in the

Sistine Hall with Mappa (1984) by Alighiero Boetti, on loan from Intesa Sanpaolo’s Gallerie d’Italia in
Naples. The initiative also has a digital dimension: thanks to support from Dior and the Galateri di

Genola e di Suniglia family, the Poma Periodici collection will be catalogued and made freely

accessible online.

“Until now, the Vatican Library has engaged its heritage in dialogue with visual artists, photographers,

and book designers,” says Cardinali. “With En route, we go further — bringing together a musician, an
illustrator, and a fashion designer. Our centuries-old institution proves its ability to embrace different

worlds and react with vitality and flexibility.”

The exhibition will be open to the public from February 15th to December 20th, 2025. Find out more

here

.

photography. Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana

words. Gennaro Costanzo

art.

February 10, 2025

Schön! Magazine

Alighiero Boetti Art Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana Chanakya School of Craft Dior

Don Giacomo Cardinali En Route Exhibition

Show More Tags

available at amazon.

read next.

download your ebook.

popular on Schön! alive

chanel and hamburger bahnhof unveil
a bold new art collaboration

Chanel is deepening its ties to the art world with a new partnership at Hamburger Bahnhof –

Nationalgalerie der Gegenwart. Over the next three years, the Chanel Commission will see the

museum’s vast historic hall transformed by a different artist each year, setting a new precedent for

large-scale commissions in public institutions. The inaugural edition, launching on 1 May 2025, will be

led by Berlin-based artist Klára Hosnedlová.  

For Chanel, the commission is part of its wider Culture Fund initiative, which supports artists across

disciplines and geographies. Through programmes like Chanel’s Art Partners, the Chanel Next Prize,

and the Chanel Connects podcast, the fund supports artists, curators, and thought leaders across

disciplines — whether at the Venice Biennale, the British Film Institute, or the MCA Chicago — helping

shape the future of contemporary creativity.

 

Known for her meticulous sculptural work and intricate embroidery, Hosnedlová will unveil embrace,

her most ambitious installation yet. Drawing on themes of belonging and utopia, the work will turn the

museum’s industrial setting into a surreal, textural landscape, with nine-metre-high tapestries,
sculptural objects, and hand-embroidered details crafted from flax fibres, cast glass, and sandstone.

The exhibition will coincide with Berlin Gallery Weekend, cementing its place on the city’s cultural

calendar.  

“With the Chanel Commission at Hamburger Bahnhof, we are embarking on a bold new chapter that

celebrates the transformative power of contemporary art within the unparalleled setting of the
museum’s historic hall,” shared Sam Bardaouil and Till Fellrath, co-directors of Hamburger Bahnhof.

“The collaboration reaffirms the shared commitment of Hamburger Bahnhof and Chanel to bring forth

groundbreaking projects that challenge conventions. Klára Hosnedlová’s immersive installation will

resonate deeply with audiences, igniting thought-provoking new perspectives.”

The house has long championed creative expression beyond fashion, from film and literature to
contemporary art. With this latest venture, Chanel strengthens its presence in Berlin and expands its

influence in the art world, aligning itself with a space known for its avant-garde approach to curation.  

Running until 26 October 2025, the first Chanel Commission promises to bring a new energy to

Hamburger Bahnhof, blending art, fashion, and cultural dialogue on an unprecedented scale.

Find out more here.
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