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Under the Stairs
Haute Architecture’s Annie Lo and Torsten
Schlauersbach designed the staircase as
a three-dimensional form that channels light
through the house’s five stories. The floor-to-
ceiling glass wall, made of low-iron glass,
reflects and refracts light.
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T’s AT MIDDAY when the West Village townhouse is at its most

luminous. “At lunchtime, the whole back garden becomes

almost like a light shaft,” explains Annie Lo, who, along with

her Haute Architecture partner Torsten Schlauersbach, redid
the interior architecture and design of the Robert A.M. Stern-
built home. It’s also when the staircase is at its most striking.
Made from precast concrete treads and fiberglass and anchored
by steel, it looks like a spine and serves as the building’s center-
piece, “spanning like a bridge between floors,” Lo says. (There’s
an elevator, too.) They worked out the geometry through some
complicated math, which they liken to a three-dimensional puz-
zle, then designed models and two large-scale mock-ups (includ-
ing one using the actual materials). Lo and Schlauersbach’s cli-
ents have two dogs, a baby, and another child on the way, and
their directive was to a create as super-minimal a space as pos-
sible that could still house their growing family. “We wanted to
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The Dining Room
Most of the furniture
in the house was
custom designed
by Lo and
Schlauersbach,
including this marble
dining table
(there is a glass top,
not pictured,).
The painting is by
Richard Schur. The
back of the first floor
was carved away to
create the double-
height living room.

Hlustration by Jason Lee

The Living Room
A fireplace floats on
the cantilevered shelf.
The room opens out to
the garden; the
window frames are
bronze. The black-
and-white graphite
art piece upstairs
is by Lucas Michael,
and the small
sculpture to the
right of the fireplace
is by Yoves Klein.




GREAT ROOM

build a versatile home that was open
and light but one that could also be made
private,” Schlauersbach says as he slides
out a wall partition from the client’s
garden-level office. Almost all the wood
paneling opens for storage space, and
there are dozens of closets throughout the
five floors. The clients were intent on
making the structure as ecofriendly as
possible, with “wellness” aspects incorpo-
rated into the design—Ilike electromag-
netie shielding to buffer radiation from
wires and biophilic plantings to filter the
air. There are radiant-heat concrete
floors, and the living room is covered with
a Carini Lang-designed silk carpet. Lo
and Schlauersbach, who started their
firm in 2013 after both working for Nor-
man Foster, are known for their attention
to intricate, precise detailing—and for
combing the globe for the best design tal-
ent: The cabinetry was made in Switzer-
land, the two-ton piece of stone for the
master-bath vanity was found in Portugal
(it had to be hoisted through the win-
dow), and the handerafted dinnerware
was brought over from Korea. If it all
seems just a little too perfect, right after
the family moved in, Schlauersbach says,
“they discovered that their dogs had
chewed up their beautiful Loro Piana
cushions.” He adds: “They were not so
happy about that. But what can you do?”
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The Garden
The brick-floored
backyard, designed
by Buro Koray
Duman, has a
waterfall and pond
to the left.

The Kitchen
Deep drawers contain
easy-to-access pullout
elves for maximum
orage, so the

Corian countertops
can remain free of
cooleing utensils. The

retractable oven hood

is custom designed,
and there is a remote

Sanon the roof to

cut down on noise.

The Master Bedroom
The bed was
designed by Lo and
Schlauersbach along
with Melvin Dwork:
and fabricated by
Charles H. Beckley Inc.
The art on the wallis
by Heather Hansen.

Toeites
Bathroom
The glass-enclosed
wet room has
a tub ane two rain
 showerheads by



