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Zona Assl, 43
Lebanese, mbed madia artist

What's it ike to be 3 female
artist from the Middie East?
It's a blessing and a curse.

Yiou Fave wour scars that give
layers of sensibility and &
complexity that defines you
and marks your work,

why do you make art?

| don't kronw oo b b anything
other than an artizt. My studio i
my sanchuary | canplay the
architect, the director, the slayer
o the crestor.

What are your passlons and
how do you express them?
| don't express my passions,

| kesp them buried deepinside,

sokhat frust mtion forms and
firds 3 way of escaping on
ks oL

Can art change the word?
Ideally, art can help build

a bridge between differart
cultures. Words, sournds and
im&ges ae powerful tools, it
deperds how you use Ehem,
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Ahaad Alamoud, 25
Saudl, multidisciplinary artist
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EXHIBITION

I Amis on display at
5t Martin-in-the-Fields from
3 July until 20 August 2017

{ Am travels from Amman to Londen
under the patronage of Her Majesty
Gusen Fania Al Abdullah of Jordan.
The 31 festured female artists have
created original arbwaorks for the show,
which celebrates the role of Middle
Easternwomen a5 guardians of peace
when addressing culbural, religious and
social Esues in an evar-evolving world.
Oncarsamong




Dana Awartand, 30
Saticl, Imstallation artist

Abovee | Went Avay and
Forgot Yow. 4 Whie Ago
i Remambened M Rargotten
YL § Was Dieaming ( 2017,
Dana Awartan|

Below: Celf ofthe Earth
{20153, Zahra Al-Ghamd]

What's It lka to be 3 famale
artist from the Middie East?
Female artists frorn this region
hawve an importart rale to
discuss, tackle and avercome certain iEsues that
stern from our society. | find it ermpowenng

Wiy doyou make art?

| ko working with my hareds and using mediums
requiring adesp knowledge of craftsmanship.

| fired the lomg amourt of hours and deep
concentration that | put into esch piece
immens=hy satisfying ard therspsutic.

What are your passlans and how do you
express tham?

I'mi passicrate sbout Islamic culture, hentage

and philosophy from all parts of the Arab arnd
Elarmic warkd. | try to express them by going back
ta treditional and sacred sscthetics and giving
them a new identity ard larguage that's not
shucks in tirme,

Can art change the world?

Art has the power to change the way an
irdivicdug views certain things. IF my work helps

a person kokat cur part of the world froma
different lens, then that shift in perspective will
rmake a differerce over time.

"THE CRAFT
EXHIBITION

The Craft 1s on display at Gasworks

j from 13 July until 10 September 2017

From the domestic to the alien, Manira Al Qadir’s

sodo exhibition explores science fickion as a tool to

depict mtemational diplomacy as an othersordy
COMEpiRcY. Gasvorisorg Uy

Monira Al Gadin, 34
Kurwait, mutimed i arttst

What's it ke to be 3 female

artist from the Middle East?

| lveina post-genderwarld

im iy mind, which aleviates

the meed to think about these

issues consistant by,

Wiy do you make art?

My passion is escapism. | hawe

a burning desire to constanthy

repaint the world as we know it.

Wihat are your passions and how do you
moprass them?

It's anurge | can’t controd. | have no idea where
it comes fromu |t has beemn there since my early
chikdhood

Can art chamge the world?

‘fes, but we have to look at it through a longer time
lens. Hundreds, thousands of years,

Spectrom |
(20NE), Morira
Al cadn

'SHIFT"
EXHIBITION

Shiftis on display at
The Mosaic Rooms from
| July until 2 Septamber 2017

Szodi artists Dana Awartari, Reem
al-Masser ard Zahra Al-Ghamdi sxplore
clormestic spaces in Saudi Arabia as it
witniessss mpid sacial srd cultural

charge Mossicroams.ong
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Middle _EEIS‘IFHI _ﬁ*mafe
artists take centre
stage in the UK’s vibrant

art scene this summer - 1

s

his summer, contemporary women artists from
the Middle East pear up to amert themselves rt t: ane, as
through a series of exhibitions at the forefront s A
of London’s vibrant art scene. § . Am exhibition
is among those leading the charpe, presenring 31 Middle
Eastem female arrists who will malkee their way to 5t Martin-
in-the-Fields in the UK capital this month to present their
original arrworks at the show.

The upcoming Shubbak Festival. London’s largest and
increasingly global biennial of contemporary Arab cultore
that’s now in its fourth year, will include two exhibitons tided
Shiffand The Craff, also showcasing works by female arrists.

Shift at The Mosaic Rooms = London® first all-women
show of Sandi amists, fearuring Dana Awartani, Feem
al-Masser and Zahra Al-Ghamdi. The Cnaft is Amsterdam-
based Kuwaiti artist Monira Al Qadiri® first solo exhibition in
the TTEL

Bazaar speaks to some of these inspiring women who are on

the cusp of this shift in the global art scene.
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