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Wrinkles

8 Feb — 23 Mar 2019 at the Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery in London, United Kingdom

18 FEBRUARY 2019

\

o
<

=

Wrinkles. Courtesy of Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery
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Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery, London and Gallery 1957, Accra are pleased to announce an exciting
collaboration in February 2019, presenting new works from Gerald Chukwuma which marks the artist’s

first solo show in the UK.

Gerald Chukwuma is one of Nigeria’s fastest rising contemporary artists, noted for his intricately crafted
wood-slate sculptures. Using a multitude of techniques, his unique approach to burning, chiselling, and
painting commonly found materials captures a richly layered history imbedded with personal and political
meaning. In his work spanning painting, sculpture and collage, Chukwuma explores migration as a
constant process of transformation and reinvention. The use of traditional Uli and Nsibidi symbols links
his work to the Nsukka art tradition — a movement which emerged in the 1970s from the University of

Nigeria and worked to expand and modernise the aesthetic of Igbo culture.

In this new body of work Chukwuma explores the important, historical Igbo Landing site at Dunbar Creek
on St. Simons Island, Glynn County, Georgia where one of the largest mass suicides of enslaved people
took place in 1803. Travelling to the Georgian coast, Igbo captives from what is now Nigeria, took control

of their slave ship and committed mass suicide as a resistance towards slavery.

During his research, Chukwuma was surprised to find little information on the topic in books or on the
internet, which lead him to search for verbal histories passed down through families and generations.
During these retellings, Chukwuma became fascinated by the wrinkles on the faces of the elderly

storytellers, which is the inspiration for these works.

Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery

Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery quickly gained recognition in the contemporary art world for
showing a roster of innovative, international artists, both emerging and established, with

strong theoretical and aesthetic bases.

Gallery profile
Location Founded in

London, United Kingdom 2012
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1. Wrinkles. Courtesy of Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery
2. Wrinkles. Courtesy of Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery
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MORE FROM KRISTIN HJELLEGJERDE GALLERY

It's My Party and I'll Cry if Half Flying Not for The Kid’s Room Vanessa Prager
I Want To 14 Nov — 22 Dec 2018 16 Nov — 22 Dec 2018 12 Oct — 11 Nov 2018

11 Jan — 2 Feb 2019

MORE IN LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
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15

Franz West Georgie Hopton Phillip Allen Victor Pasmore
20 Feb — 2 Jun 2019 at Tate 22 Feb — 29 Mar 2019 at Lyndsey 22 Feb — 24 Mar 2019 at The 22 Feb — 30 Mar 2019 at
Modern Ingram Approach Marlborough Fine Art

MORE IN UNITED KINGDOM

Desire Lines Dorothea Tanning El Anatsui Franz West. Indoor
22 Feb — 16 Mar 2019 at Purdy 27 Feb — g Jun 2019 at Tate 28 Feb — 6 Apr 2019 at October Sculptures
Hicks Gallery in London Modern in London Gallery in London 1 Mar — 7 Jun 2019 at Omer

Tiroche Gallery in London
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