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Wycliffe Mundopa The Garden of Earthly De/-/'ghts, 2020 Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery

Strong female figures appear vibrant and empowered in Wycliffe Mundopa's complex theatrical scenes. These are the residents of Mbare — one of Harare's most colourful townships —

whom play a central role in not just the infrastructure of Zimbabwe's largely informal economy, but also the shaping of a proud national identity. For his first solo exhibition with Kristin

Hijellegjerde Gallery (https.//fadmagazine.com/tag/kristin-hjellegjerde/) London at Melior Place, the Zimbabwe-based artist presents a powerful new series of work entitled 1001
Afternoons, continuing his explorations of the complexities of female existence in relation to his role as an artist and narrator. Informed by Shona linguistic idiom, rich cultural symbolism

and personal and collective experiences, Mundopa's work offers a poignant insight into Zimbabwe's contemporary society.

Having grown up in Mbare — historically an entry port to the capital and still a bustling hub of trade in all its various guises —, the artist is a first-hand witness to the intimate and informal
cultural structures, which simultaneously exploit and empower women. As such, his compositions hold a strong female presence through nuanced and skilful depictions that defy gender
stereotypes and shed light on the pathos and drama of the lives of ordinary people in Harare. Significantly, the artist refuses to pass judgement on any of his subjects, presenting them

instead as equals, each rendered with the same level of attention and artistic energy.
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Wycliffe Mundopa Waiting for a Dream Pt 7, 2020 Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery

Through his practice, Mundopa pays homage to the likes of Matisse, Lautrec and Soutine as well as the Dutch masters, whilst utilising the grand genre of painting to elevate the people
who were traditionally omitted from the aesthetic canon. Indeed, the artist's use of sophisticated cultural symbolism functions creates a uniquely intimate and striking visual language that

illustrates not just the narratives of the people themselves, but the very pulse of Zimbabwean society.

The exhibition's title 1001 Afternoons alludes to the practice of storytelling in both literature and art by nodding to the Middle Eastern folk tales One Thousand and One Nights, but instead,
of depicting nighttime scenes, Mundopa's work occupies a unique limbo space. ‘Afternoons are a place of waiting, possibility, opportunity, dreaming or vacant despair. All are equal and
present in this time frame, the artist commented. Within this realm, Mundopa's subjects appear liberated from cultural preconceptions and their everyday contexts, inviting the viewer to
more actively engage with the creative process by imagining potential narratives for themselves. At the same time, this allows for a greater level of relatability in which viewers are given the
freedom to identify with the subjects and scenes through their own subjective gaze. Indeed, it is this deep level of engagement and artistic sensitivity that makes the artist's work both
timeless, and aesthetically and intellectually compelling.

‘Invitation 21th of May' from 6:30-gpm Online or public opening (Time will tell)

22nd of May - 4th of July 2020 Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery 2 Melior Place, London SE1 3SZ View artworks now on Artsy (https./www.artsy.net/show/kristin-hjellegjerde-gallery-1001-

afternoons)

Privacy



https://www.artsy.net/show/kristin-hjellegjerde-gallery-1001-afternoons
https://fadmagazine.com/
https://fadmagazine.com/category/art-news/

ttps://fadmagazine.com)

<
m
Z
C
I

FAD™

About Mark Westall

Mark Westall is the Founder and Editor of FAD magazine, ' A curation of the world's most interesting culture’ [PLUSI Art of Conversation: A tri-annual 'no news paper'

This entry was posted in Art Previews (https./fadmagazine.com/category/exhibitions/art-previews/), EXHIBITIONS (https:./fadmagazine.com/category/exhibitions/) and tagged Kristin
Hjellegjerde Gallery (https.//fadmagazine.com/tag/kristin-hjellegjerde-gallery/), Wycliffe Mundopa (https.//fadmagazine.com/tag/wycliffe-mundopa/). Bookmark the permalink
(https./fadmagazine.com/2020/04/23/wycliffe-mundopa-1001-afternoons/).

« #EveryBreathMatters Film - "What Future Should We Choose?" (https./fadmagazine.com/2020/04/22/everybreathmatters-film-what-future-should-we-choose/)
650mAh PRESENTS ‘650mAaaah’ — (https.//fadmagazine.com/2020/04/23/650mah-presents-650maaaah/)

FOLLOW FAD

Twitter: (https./twittercom/worldoffad) Instagram (http./www.instagram.com/worldoffad): Facebook (https.//www.facebook.com/worldoffad)

TRENDING CONTENT

ﬁ Damien Hirst creates rainbow art edition to support the NHS
‘ﬁl (https./fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/damien-hirst-creates-free-rainbow-for-the-nhs/)  (https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/damien-hirst-creates-free-rainbow-for-
I A the-nhs/)

The Top 5 Art Films to see in Isolation (https.//fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/the-top-5-

" (hitps./fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/ the-top-5-art-films-to-see-in-isolation/) art-films-to-see-in-isolation/)

(https:.//fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/artists-judy-chicago-and-swoon-have-teamed-up-with-jane-fondas-fire-drill-fridays-greenpeace-usa-nmwa-and-serpentine-galleries-to-launch-createe

Hauser & Wirth + Artist Jenny Holzer «
Privacy



https://fadmagazine.com/category/exhibitions/art-previews/
https://fadmagazine.com/category/exhibitions/
https://fadmagazine.com/tag/kristin-hjellegjerde-gallery/
https://fadmagazine.com/tag/wycliffe-mundopa/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/23/wycliffe-mundopa-1001-afternoons/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/22/everybreathmatters-film-what-future-should-we-choose/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/23/650mah-presents-650maaaah/
https://twitter.com/worldoffad
http://www.instagram.com/worldoffad
https://www.facebook.com/worldoffad
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/damien-hirst-creates-free-rainbow-for-the-nhs/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/damien-hirst-creates-free-rainbow-for-the-nhs/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/the-top-5-art-films-to-see-in-isolation/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/the-top-5-art-films-to-see-in-isolation/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/20/artists-judy-chicago-and-swoon-have-teamed-up-with-jane-fondas-fire-drill-fridays-greenpeace-usa-nmwa-and-serpentine-galleries-to-launch-createartforearth/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/21/hauser-wirth-artist-jenny-holzer-create-limited-edition-benefit-print-to-mark-the-50th-anniversary-of-earth-day/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/21/hauser-wirth-artist-jenny-holzer-create-limited-edition-benefit-print-to-mark-the-50th-anniversary-of-earth-day/
https://fadmagazine.com/
https://fadmagazine.com/category/art-news/

mm magazine limited-edition benefit print to mark tl
FA | (https./fadutegfadmagatinesor,/21/hauser-wirth-artist-jenny-holzer-create-limited-edition-benefit-print-to-mark-the-50th-anniversary-of-earth-day/)  Anniversary, of Earth DayMENU =

(https.//fadmagazine.com/2020/04/

wirth-artist-jenny-holzer-create-limite

benefit-print-to-mark-the-50th-anniv

earth-day/)

M TEA WITH JULIA a new weekly.
“ (https./fadmagazine.com/2020/04/17/tea-with-julia-a-new-weekly-conversation-series-on-instagram-Llive-from-thaddaeus-ropac/)  conversation series on Instagram Live from

Thaddaeus Ropac
(https.//fadmagazine.com/2020/04/17/tea-

with-julia-a-new-weekly-conversation-

series-on-instagram-live-from-thaddaeus-

ropac/)

/ #artistsupportpledge Artists in Lockdown (https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/22/artists-in-lockdown/)
* (https.//fadmagazine.com/2020/04/22/artists-in-lockdown/)

FOLLOW FAD

Twitter: (https./twittercom/worldoffad) Instagram (http:/www.instagram.com/worldoffad): Facebook (https./www.facebook.com/worldoffad)

Search for:

Search ..

Search

First name

Last name

Email

Subscribe

Privacy


https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/21/hauser-wirth-artist-jenny-holzer-create-limited-edition-benefit-print-to-mark-the-50th-anniversary-of-earth-day/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/21/hauser-wirth-artist-jenny-holzer-create-limited-edition-benefit-print-to-mark-the-50th-anniversary-of-earth-day/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/17/tea-with-julia-a-new-weekly-conversation-series-on-instagram-live-from-thaddaeus-ropac/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/17/tea-with-julia-a-new-weekly-conversation-series-on-instagram-live-from-thaddaeus-ropac/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/22/artists-in-lockdown/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/04/22/artists-in-lockdown/
https://twitter.com/worldoffad
http://www.instagram.com/worldoffad
https://www.facebook.com/worldoffad
https://fadmagazine.com/
https://fadmagazine.com/category/art-news/

<

C
I

P ol Thidi3ine
(https://fad ine. ) MENY
FA DRT BRUSSELS (httss RAtn S st c3m/) =N

ART OF CONVERSATION (http:/www.aofc.co)

FRIEZE (https./frieze.com/fairs)

LISTE (https./www.liste.ch/)

THE ARMORY SHOW (https:/www.thearmoryshow.com)
VOLTA (http:/wwwvoltashow.com/)

Aqiant oenut Wlth é blue face and red lips resides as a deity over a vibrant world of cartoon-like creatures. (https.//fadmagazine.com/2020/01/06/a-giant-peanut-with-a-blue-face-and-

red-lips-resides-as-a-deity-over-a-vibrant-world-of-cartoon-like-creatures/)

‘Plurality Please!' Paul's ART STUFF ON A TRAIN #1900 (https./fadmagazine.com/2016/11/16/225941/)

4 (https.//fadmagazine.com/2015/09/22/sinta-tantra-kristin-hjellegjerde/)
i | 3 ‘ | 3 ‘

REVIEW: Fantastic/Chromatic by Sinta Tantra at Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery (https./fadmagazine.com/2015/09/22/sinta-tantra-kristin-hjellegjerde/)

FAD magazine

Privacy


https://fadmagazine.com/2020/01/06/a-giant-peanut-with-a-blue-face-and-red-lips-resides-as-a-deity-over-a-vibrant-world-of-cartoon-like-creatures/
https://fadmagazine.com/2020/01/06/a-giant-peanut-with-a-blue-face-and-red-lips-resides-as-a-deity-over-a-vibrant-world-of-cartoon-like-creatures/
https://fadmagazine.com/2018/02/22/london-based-kristin-hjellegjerde-opens-new-gallery-berlin/
https://fadmagazine.com/2018/02/22/london-based-kristin-hjellegjerde-opens-new-gallery-berlin/
https://fadmagazine.com/2016/11/16/225941/
https://fadmagazine.com/2016/11/16/225941/
https://fadmagazine.com/2015/09/22/sinta-tantra-kristin-hjellegjerde/
https://fadmagazine.com/2015/09/22/sinta-tantra-kristin-hjellegjerde/
https://www.artbrussels.com/
http://www.aofc.co/
https://frieze.com/fairs
https://www.liste.ch/
https://www.thearmoryshow.com/
http://www.voltashow.com/
https://fadmagazine.com/
https://fadmagazine.com/category/art-news/

<

C
I

& Wd@??ﬁ%— All Rights Reserved
FA n _(https://fadmagazine.com) )

UICK GET IN TOUCH

Your Name
Your Email

Your message

SEND IT

About FAD Magazine and Privacy Policy. (https.//fadmagazine.com/about-privacy-policy/)

Advertise On Fad (https:.//fadmagazine.com/advertise-on-fad/)
Contact FAD (https.//fadmagazine.com/contact-fad/)

Art of Conversation (https./fadmagazine.com/art-of-conversation/)

Submit Your Story (https://fadmagazine.com/submit-your-story-2/)

Privacy


https://fadmagazine.com/about-privacy-policy/
https://fadmagazine.com/advertise-on-fad/
https://fadmagazine.com/contact-fad/
https://fadmagazine.com/art-of-conversation/
https://fadmagazine.com/submit-your-story-2/
https://fadmagazine.com/
https://fadmagazine.com/category/art-news/

