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The Africa Centre London – Unveiling of the
Contemporary African Art Collection

editorial.latitudes.online/blog/posts/the-africa-centre-london-unveiling-of-the-contemporary-african-art-collection/

---------------------------------------

The Africa Centre is opening new headquarters on the Southbank in London. The new
building is set to contribute significantly to the growth of a new cultural hub.

The Africa Centre first opened its doors in 1964 and was inaugurated by the first
president of Zambia, Kenneth Kaunda. It was originally located in Covent Garden. The
role of the Centre was to promote a different narrative of Africa, at a time when the
continent was steadily gaining its independence. It was also a home away from home for
many Africans who were in exile or passing through London.
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Gerald Chukwuma, I CAME, 2020, mixed media on wood, courtesy of the artist and Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery

Archbishop Desmond Tutu used to meet then-future South African head of state, Thabo
Mbeki, at the bar and described the Centre as a home ‘to all who are Africans, and all
those who have a care for the interests of the continent and its people’.

Since its inception, The Africa Centre has programmed conferences and a variety of
cultural events that continue to this day to shift the narrative of the continent. The works
by notable artists exhibited at the Centre include Sonia Boyce, Lubaina Himid, Chris Ofili
and John Akomfrah.
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Barthélémy Toguo, A Short Little Story, 2009, lithograph, courtesy of the artist and Galerie Lelong & Co

Art from Africa is the cornerstone of the Centre going forward. A major project, which
has received the support of Nando’s UK, is the restoration and re-display of a large
mural painted in the 80’s by the Mozambican modernist artist Malangatana in the Covent
Garden building. In the words of the Centres' chairman, Oba Nsugbe, ‘the fact that it was
painted by an artist of such artistic and political significance, makes this work the
embodiment of the charity's mission.’

The art advisory Walker Art was appointed to build the permanent collection of
contemporary African art in collaboration with the Centre. The collection will be
displayed throughout the building, which includes a pan-African restaurant, bar and
performance space, and  gallery space for exhibitions and hire.
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Leilah Babirye, Kuchu Series (Queer Ugandans), 2019, acrylic on paper, courtesy the artist and Gordon
Robichaux, New York and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London

The collection aims to be as representative as its modest size permits of current art
practices on the continent, and to be diverse in terms of gender, generational and
regional representation. It includes artists at different stages of their career such as 25-
year-old Cinthia Sifa Mulanga from the DRC, who was recently commissioned by Gucci,
and the very well-established South African William Kentridge. Latitudes and Jillian Ross
Print, together with the artist, donated a print produced collaboratively. 
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Cinthia Sifa Mulanga, Ne lave pas ton visage (do not wash your face), R 12,500.00 ex. VAT, BUY NOW

The collection features artists from North to South, and East to West Africa, including
Moroccan Hassan Hajjaj, South African Thenjiwe Niki Nkosi, Ugandan Leilah Babirye
and Cameroonian Barthélémy Toguo.

https://latitudes.online/cinthia-sifa-mulanga-ne-lave-pas-ton-visage.html
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Rufai Zakari, Chelsea I, 2021, plastic bags and food wraps, courtesy of the artist and Kristin Hjellegjerde
Gallery

Reflecting the Africa Centre’s purpose, the collection stands strong by its diversity
against reducing contemporary African art to a single story. Black figuration and
materiality are well represented and so are abstraction and conceptualism.

African identities, forced migration, post colonialism and globalism, Africa-based LGBTQ
activism and women activism are major themes in the collection.

The collection is on permanent view at the Africa Centre, 66-68 Great Suffolk Street,
London from mid-June 2022.

Tariku Shiferaw, Tap In (Saweetie), 2021, acrylic on canvas, courtesy of the artist and Addis Fine Art
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Kudzanai Chiurai, Untiled (III), 2009, Ultrachrome ink on photo fibre paper, courtesy of the artist and Goodman
Gallery

Barthélémy Toguo, Back to Illusion, 2009, Lithograph, courtesy of the artist and Galerie Lelong & Co


