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Tom Cruise, blockbuster king, from top: “Mission: Impossible”; ~Top Gun: Maverick”; and “Mission:

“IN ORDER TO DO MY JOF

Ben Stiller, as

s Tom Cruise? Whatis Tom Cruise? Why is
Tom. . Cruise?”
Thisisa rcky lne of quesioning
Onscreen, Cruise istakably
bigges: movie sar s he ew York mm

rising forces of franchise filmmaking
streaming. His powerful charisma and
daredort st work bave combined,
, in his latest hit, “Top Gun: Maver.
6 bringing It past the 31 ion mark.
Offscreen, Cruise is elusive. He s the fre-

sional effort 10 seem like an ordinary, reiat-

His Mission:

A Devotion
To Movies

Tom Cruise lives for the big screen as

astar and a quality control manager.

abie guy, he winds up sounding like an A

one. ( 7 he sai, very nor-
) ked which team he
rootin lm.uamnnls—nud gameheat.
o epiod, -1 3 fan of
"
canbehard o reconcie hese disparate
sl o 1 warth conslaering he o

tion “Who is Tom Cruise?”
Much of his early success as an actor,
through the 1980s and 90s, was predicated

ingly naive Cruise of “Cocktail”; and the te-
‘nacious, morally principled Cruise of °
Maguire” each relied on his ability to con-
iacinsly embodythe American Everyman,
hearuhrob the

the century, he complicated that image by
CONTINUED ON PAGE S

‘Celebration’
Wasn't Their
Only Hit

A new boxed set makes the
case for Kool & the Gang.

By STEVE KNOPPER
“Do something;” the producer Gene Redd
instructed the drummer George Brownand

the bassist Robert Bell during an early re-

cording session in New York. “Say some-

ig! Sing something.™

That prompt in the late *60s was what
ack

Looking for a Laugh in a War-Torn Country

At a comedy club in Ukraine,
the humor can be bittersweet

By DAVID SEGAL
Lvm UKRAINE — Some morsels of news are

i a0 e dhat they s sm-m like
h:y were conceived in

andaywmmkmnnn”‘ asksthe

tym Dziunko.
ek b wnsings it tro ober oo

ians and a well known singer. All are
seated and holding microphones, gamely
trying to find humor in a place and at a mo-

horn section that evoived into funk, then
transitioned to disco — needed to get mov-

both James M
e e e, mﬂ-n:n there itis: ‘Raw
* and ‘Chocolate Buttermilk; ™

by a spectacutar margin.

It recemn Saurday night a1 the Cuk

Hall, & downiown

Luiv, near Ukraines mmm:y peaceful
western

crosses their minds, which is often the lat-

he i referring (o tWo tracks. “It just est news about the w: wssia. O in
flowed. And we're just grooving.™ the case of this shovel-as-rifle business, the
It of life in Belarus, a dic-

have released 25 albums and tured world:
CONTINUED ON PAGE €5
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Looking for a Laugh in a War-Torn Country
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“What do you expect from a country
where a potato is a weapon?” says the co-
median Olcksandr Dmytrovych. Then he
mng;m an instructor, giving tips to the

"Weclmgxwyuu les yet —

““Because we only have me" rnlﬂlﬁ
the third comic, Maksym Kravets.
This is Cultural Defense, an evening of

y Hall was

“I said, “You know, the place is a homb
shelter; " recalled Kravetss, a burly and
bearded 42-year-old.

Kravets, wearing a T-shirt with “Wild-
ness” mi:,nmnmyrmvymwemsﬁmngm
another room in the club after the show re-
cently. Inml.‘ry they said, llwywwt not

y W
for dm('klm The shock of !he invasion was
then fresh and hundreds of thousands of
msmmshwntheeumpanalth:wuw

Y pefor sn mwyu
ww,we may-
for comedy,” y

“Before the first
be this isn't the right time for
Dmytrovych, who is 30 and benrded lw
(“Without beards were ugly” he ex-

plained.)
“We were petrified,” he went on. “But af-
ter the first show, we came and sat in this

‘There has been exactly nne international
breakout star in Ukrainian and he
happens to be the prmdzm dum country,
Volodymyr Zelensky. If this puts pressure
on others in the business, it wasn't obvious
anstage one Saturday night, when nobody
seemed especially pressed to land on a
punc] and a singer, Khoma,
spent a lot of time ruminating about his
childhood.
Ukraine has long had a modest live-com-
edy scene, -h-.;n anyone accustomed to
standard setup at American clubs will
find novelty mmemnlmtmre:m
warm-up act, and at no point is anyone
mndingmsmae alone. There are different
guests every night. The evening starts with
four men leading a raucous call and re-
gnnse in Ukrainian, like the rest of the
oW,

THEATER DIRECTORY
Your daily guide to theater

B Wi

Hosts: “Glory to the Nation!™
IIMK

:IgvlshnmsmlhrxelmEmn
and a half ago -Exnngthall.
he said. 'When mzy got dirty, | washed
them. When they fell apart mlhcwashma
‘machine, | glued them together. Now these
are slippers | offer to guests*

‘There are plenty of jokes at the expense
of President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia,
‘who is scorned as a blustery idiot who un-
derestimated the spirit and resolve of

is largely spared. The point,

jplained Dmytrovych, isn to belittle the in-
vldlrufnrouwhm Ukrainians regard as
formidable and fing. It's to lift the
le who are not on the front
might have once lived near the
front lines and have since relocated.

So during one show, Kravets extolled the

in Lviv (“T would not be surprised if they
served lattes™), some of which have excep-
tionally long lines. (1 thought at the begin-
ning they wmldmkemywermdll the
end I'd be handed a Big Ma
|nmnajpmmam.amurmgtheme
nshownlcwwedeagv.apollm
of ians

wd that foun

want to join the Eurwmn Union.

“What is the first thing you will do when
We join the European URIOn?” an onstage
guest asked.

“Look for the 10 percent who didn't want
to join the European Union,” deadpanned
Dmytrovych. <

evening, a host who's offstage shares de-
tails of some of the larger donations, along

U.S. Open
To Feature
Sculptures

By 5 Artists

Works hy creators from
marginalized communities

will be displayed.

By KALIA RICHARDSON
Armory Off-Site, a program of the Ar-

Open by five artists from margin-
alized communities.
The works will be displayed

ter, in late August and early Septem-
ber.
The partnership builds on the Be

sion and respect as cornerstones of
the campaign, in 2020 the tennis asso-

US. Open, displ
artists who identify as Black, Indige-
nous or of color, in the front,
empty seats of Arthur Ashe Stadium.
“It’s all built around this one
grounding statement : When you keep
mind, great things can hap-
pen in our sport and out in the workd,”
Kankam said of the campaign.

The artists whose works will be
showcased this year include Jose
Dévila, who is ed by the
Sean Kelly gallery; Myles Nurse, who
is mpmsmmd by the Half Gallery;
Carolyn Salas, represented by Mrs.
gallery: Luzene Hill of K Art; and
Gerald Chukwuma, with Kristin Hiel-
legjerde Gallery. Each arist will
produce one work, with some pieces

Chukwuma, who incorporates ele-
ments of the Ui art tradition from
southeastern Nigeria in his sculptural
work, uses his pieces to represent vol-
untary and forced global migration.

“For Africa and for Africans, I think

i n has done a lot,” Chukwuma,
who is from eastern Nigeria, said in an
interview. “It has not just scattered us
all over the world, it has also taken
away from our culture. Tt has watered
down what we believe in, it has wa-
tered down who we are”

Chukwuma intends to present a
sculpture from a series of his that re-
visits the Igbo landing: In that ear!
19th-century landing, about 75 newly
enslaved West Africans took
of a coastal vessel, grounded muhlp
and later marched into the waters of
Dunbar Creek in Georgia, committing
mass suicide.

He said he is glad that the work is
going to be shown in the United
States. His series will eventually con-
sist of 75 sculptures, for the enslaved
Africans who rebelled. “So I think that
that's a beautiful thing” he said.
“There’s liberation there.”

Three of the five arists will create
work especially for the LS. Open, in-

The goal for the evening was to raise

e: “Death to enemies!” Kravets, Oleh Luzanoy,
kraine!” Bohdan Vakhnich
Oleksandr Dmytrovych at
the Cult
Audience: Unprintable put-down! Center, the audience at a
Aherm the stars take their seats and e Abovs, the
Some of the humor is self-deprecating. In  downtown Liv, Ukraine.

a previous show — they’re all available on
YouTube — Dmytrovych riffed about the
news that Ukrainian soldiers had mastered
a “single use” antitank missile called an
NLAW. This was amazing, he said, because
by nature and necessity, Ukrainians are ac-
ms\omcd to reusing everything, over and
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stage and tables in the rear for those who
‘want to sample Cult's menu, which, some-
‘what incongruously, leads with a long list of
sushi offerings, including rolls and nigiri. In
Drief interviews before the show, a few spec-
tators said that the onslaught of depressing
news made er seem essential.

“I think it's a three for one,” said Petro Di-
avoliuk, who was drinking and eating with
friends. “All the money goes to the Army,
people relax andit's cheaper than a shrink”

Even here, though, reality intrudes. A few

stes i his S

urday night, a number of mobile phones si-
‘multaneously began to emit the classic air
raid siren, that rising and falling sound that
ssa?apkcdmry%rldwurll movie in

Everyone diecked their phones, and
opened an app — are available —
that wacks government mnungs about

el called Notifications CD, forcivil defense.
Nobody seemed remotely concerned,
and the flow of onstage chatter didn't pause
for a moment. Air alarms are pretty fre-
quent in Lviv; there have'lmm 0 dnnng
Cultural Defense shows. And anyway, the
place is a certified bomb shelter. If there
were genui , this would be a fine

An hour or so later, well after the show
had ended, a second message appeared:
“The air alarm is stopped.”

During a post-show interview, both co-
‘medians said they hoped the war ends b&
fore the fall, for purely careerist reason:
ﬂmy‘veplmmrwmegqgﬁh‘kdupm
other countries and as long as
rage, men are barred from leaving the coun-
e

Ty
This was a joke. Humor in Ukraine is both
a prayer for normalcy and a form of resist-

laughing, we're not giving up.

 the
artist Luzene Hill The work, “To Rise
and Begin Again,” is made up of undu-
Iating columns that symbolize the up-

push of Cherokee sovereignty,
defying efforts 1o crush it. Each col-

ness of the written language.

“We're still here, and we keep rising
up;” she said.

Hill said in an interview that she
‘was honored and humbled to have her
work displayed for a larger audience.

In partnering with the tennis asso-
ciation, Armory Off-Site is Striving to
reach people who may be unfamiliar
with the annual Armory Show, said
Nicole Berry, the Armory Show's ex-
ecutive director.

AnmryOl{SnebcganlaszSemm
ber with a mission to introduce inter-
national contemporary artists to a
wider audience.

“Hopefully we'll create some art
lovers out of the tennis fans,” Berry
said, “and wversa”

VIA T IS BTN HALLEGRRI GaLLSEY

“Ogadiligmma.” by Gerald Chukwuma,
is among the creations that will be
shown at the US. Open.
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